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You are invited to attend a presentation sponsored by The Kohala Center and Habitat Health Impact Consulting 
that will address the way in which Health Impact Assessments (HIAs) can be used as a tool for incorporating 
health and well-being concerns into public policymaking. 

HIAs help identify and address the likely health 
benefits and risks of a decision made in fields outside 
the health sector. They use a flexible approach that 
brings together public health expertise, scientific 
data, and input from community and other 
stakeholders to examine the potential health risks 
and benefits of key policy proposals. Based on the 
potential effects identified, HIAs provide practical 
recommendations to capitalize on opportunities to 
improve community health and to minimize any 
potential health risks.

A general orientation to HIA will be presented, grounded in examples from an ongoing HIA taking place in 
the Hawai‘i context: members of a Hawai‘i-based research team, comprised of representatives from Sust‘āinable 
Molokai, The Kohala Center, and the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, are conducting an HIA of the health-related 
benefits and/or costs of establishing a community-managed fishery on the north shore of Moloka‘i and will share 
their experiences.

HIA has the potential to provide support for the process by which Hawaiian communities can gain greater 
authority to manage local natural resources in culturally appropriate and environmentally sound ways. Students and 
researchers from all disciplines are invited to join us in learning more about this valuable methodology.
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  • Assessment includes gathering existing conditions and predicting future health impacts  
     using data, expertise, and experience along with qualitative and quantitative research  
     methods; 
  • Recommendations engages partners in prioritizing evidence based proposals to mitigate   
     negative or elevate positive health outcomes of the policy; 
  • Reporting communicates findings; and 
  • Monitoring tracks the effects of the HIA on the decision and its implementation as well as   
     on health determinants and health status.

Note that “health” in this context includes socioeconomic as well as physical health. For the 
purposes of the following discussion, we will use the World Health Organization definition 
of health as a state of complete physical, mental, and social well-being and not merely the  
absence of disease or infirmity. 

As shown in Figure 1, health is determined by a hierarchy of influence, acting on levels from 
the individual, to the family and society, to larger political, social, and economic structures. 
(Image courtesy of Human Impact Partners 2010). 
 
Figure 1: Determinants of Health
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