Please be respectful and responsible; only take when the species is not spawning.

Let us care for our environment.
MOON 7~ A« SPRAINNING (/’/

The Hawaiians in traditional times used a calendar that was based upon the moon. The year had This guide references each species scientific, common, and Hawaiian name, its spawning months and if known, its legal size.
twelve months of 29.5 phases and between every three to six years a thirteenth lunar month was LEGAL SIZE LIMIT KEY: HC Home Consumption CS Commercial Sale
added. Each month started with the new moon Hilo and ended with Mauli or Muku, the dark moon. Fish sizes are in Total Length, Fork Length, Curved Fork Length & Inches:
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MONTHS SPECIES MONTHS SPECIES MONTHS

The moon phases continue to guide fishermen of the present time. Below is a description of the
moon phases and the fishing activity that took place according to that particular phase. SPECIES
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- The Hawaian word Hilo h.

as a mean‘twisted" or braided:
Hilo s the “Arst night of the new moon:

- Good beach and reef fishing; women hand-fished; men torch-fished.

- Low tides in the evening: rough seas during the day; calm, warm nights with little wind.

in Hawalian, the word Hoaka has many meanings. The most literal meaning is “crescent” and this is,
Indeed, the irst real crescent moon;

s the first moon bright
Thus, this 9.

- The 314~ 6th moon phases correspond with the firt four nights of Ki.
- The end of the irst moon, Ka Kahi ends the kapu (forbidden) period of Ko.

- This series of four days also indicates good fishing.

- The 7in - 101 moon phase names all start with ‘Ole which transiates into “nothing” or
“unproductive’
+ These days were named because fishing is poor due to high tides and rough seas.

- Huna meanssmall”or “hidden?
- This is a good time for ishing, as the fsh tend to hide n thelr holes.
- Nota good time to seck esoteric knowledge, as answers sought will remain huna or hidden.

- The 12th phase marks a sacred night to the god Kane.
- This night i also good for fishing.
- The tides are very low in the early morning hours.

- Hua means "eqg, fruit” and "seed” and among other things, refers to the near ull egg shape of the moon.
- This night is good for fishing, especially at sea.

- Opelu run during Ka'elo (anuary - early February).

- Reeffishing is good in the evening with indefinite tdes

- The Hawaiians believed in four full moons. Hua marked the first of the four full moons.

- Akua means “God, goddess? or “spirt
~Thisis

~Thisis 9. cefs in the evening.
- Indefinie tide with high waves.

- The 31d day of the four Hawailan full moons was believed to be the fullest moon.
- Fishing is good at sea, not onshore.
- Watch for high waves.

“This ar phase was the last night all types of w
fishing,

. Tides

- Kulu means "t drip, drop; or"to pass time:”
- Deep sea fishing is considered good during this time.

. Laau
- Fishing is fair and the sea starts to become rough again.

“This late ising moon can be seen in the morning hours.

- Again we enter a series of three unproductive ‘Ole nights
- Avold planting and fishing; repair gear and equipment
- Watch for Box Jelly Fish and Portuguese Man-of-War on Ole Pau.

< The 24th - 26t lunar phase mark the thre nights of Kaloa.
- Good fishing offshore, especially for shellfish,
- Watch for Box Jelly Fish and Portuguese Man-of-War during these phases.

~The 27:h lunar moon marks a two-day period of worship to the gods Kane and Lono:

Thiswasa. most o this o prayer to the gods
- Good reef fishing with pole and torch.

~Very low tdes.

- The 281 lunar he previous.
‘9od Lono and prayers for ain:

Kane and Lono,

- Excellent pole fishing, torch fishing, and diving.
 Low tides and calm seas.

- This moon usually rises with daylight.
- Alltypes of fishing were good on this day due to lower tides.
- Marriages were often performed on this day.

- This final lunar phase finds the moon rising completely in the earth's shadow.
- Excellent for all kinds of fishing, including diving for squid and octopus

- The tides are low, which makes trapp in tide pools and

Source: Kelson “Mac” Poepoe
Ho'olehua Hawaiian Homestead

Concern about the future generations.

Self-restraint.

Reverence for ancestors and sacred places.

Malama.

www.melemcpherson.

LAU‘IPALA
Yellow Tang
Zebrasoma flavescens

MAR - JUL

\ 4
LEGAL SIZE: HC & CS = NONE
MANINI

Convict Tang
Acanthurus triostegus

FEB - JUNE

LEGAL SIZE: HC & CS=5"

WEKE‘A
Yellowstripe Goatfish
Mulloidichthys flavolineatus

APR - JUNE

LEGAL 51z HC

Mackerel Scad APR - AUG

Decapturus macarellus

LEGAL 5iZE: HC & CS =NONE

UHU

JUNE - NOV
(BULLETHEAD UHU)
Parrotfish

scaridae ALeost ow)
LEGAL 5iZE: HC & €S =12

ULUA & PAPIO
Giant Trevally
Caranx ignobilis

MAY - AUG

LEGAL size: HC=10" CS=16"

Kajikia audax

LEGAL SIZE: HC & CS = NONE

AU
Blue Marlin
Makaira nigricans

LEGAL 51ZE: HC & CS = NONE

‘ALO‘ILO‘
Hawailan Dascyllus
Dascyllus albisella

JuL-oCT

LEGAL siz: HC & CS = NONE

KOMO
Whitesaddle Goatfish
Parupeneus porphyreus

JAN - JUNE

o
Q \ 4
LEGALsIZE: HC & €S =10"
WEKE'ULA

Yellowfin Goatfish
Mulloidichthys flavolineatus

MAR - JUNE

LEGAL SIZE: HC =NONE CS=7"

AKULE
Bigeye Scad JULY - OCT

Selar crumenophthalmus

MAY - JUNE

Bluespine Unicornfish
Naso unicornis

LEGAL SIZE: HC & CS =14

AU KU
Swordfish MAR - JULY*
Xiphias gladius

LEGAL sizE: HC & CS = NONE

oNO.
APR - SEPT*

Wahoo
Acanthocybium solandri

LEGAL sIZE: HC & CS =NONE

“OPIHI MAKAIAULI
Black-foot ‘Opihi
Cellana exarata

JULY - SEPT*

LEGAL siZE: HC & CS

LAU WILIWILI
Milletseed Butterfly Fish
Chaetodon miliaris

FEB - MAR

LEGAL $1zE: HC & CS =NONE

‘0'0
chi APR - JUNE

enpa
Myripristis species

«(

LEGAL SIZE: HC & €S =NONE

KOLE
Goldring Surgeonfish
Ctenochaetus strigosus

MAR - JUNE

LEGAL sizE: HC & CS = NONE

AHOLEHOLE
Hawailan Flagtail
Kuhlia sandvicensis

DEC - JUNE

LEGAL SiZE: HC & €S=5"

APR - AUG

Skipjack Tuna
Katsuwonus pelamis

LEGAL SizE: HC & CS = NONE

“AHI
Yellowfin Tuna

MAY - SEPT

Thunnus albacares

LEGAL $1ZE: HC

AU
Shortbill Spearfish
Tetrapturus angustirostris

MAR - JULY/NOV*

LEGAL 5izE: HC & CS =NONE

DEC & JUNE

UST MEAT = 0.5"

* Spawning months for pelagic species, such as Swordfish, Shortbill Spearfish, Blue Marlin, Striped Marlin, and Wahoo, were
determined through the collection of eggs and larvae from surface plankton tows in waters adjacent to the Kona coast.

Where Leeward, Hawaifi spawning information wasn't available, and data from other Main Hawaiian Islands was used.

For more information regarding legal size limits, seehttp://hawaii.gov/dInr/dar/admin_rules.html
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