
Mahalo for 
helping to take 
care of our 
marine 

environment.

For more information call Cindi 
Punihaole-Kennedy at 895-1010 
Email cpunihaole@kohalacenter.org.
To arrange training contact 

Caroline Neary at 808-345-0238
Email cneary@kohalacenter.org



What is ReefTeach? 
ReefTeach is a project based at Kahalu'u 
Bay, Kona that aims to educate visitors on 
how to avoid damaging corals and take care 
of our turtles and our reef animals.

Kahalu'u Bay is a very popular snorkel site Kahalu'u Bay is a very popular snorkel site 
due to its ease of access and high coral and 
fish diversity.  It experiences over 400,000 
users a year – just during peak daylight 
hours. 40% of these visitors are from the 
cruise lines and 60% are from the airlines, as 
well as a small number of locals.  

Trained ReefTeachers educate visitors about Trained ReefTeachers educate visitors about 
what corals are, their significance to the 
reef, coral reef ecology, and the different 
types of fish and invertebrates in Hawai‘i. 

In particular ReefTeachers emphasize how In particular ReefTeachers emphasize how 
swimmers should avoid touching or standing 
on coral, removing anything from the reef, 
feeding the fish or harassing the turtles 
that feed and bask in the Bay. 

Data collected by ReefTeach studies show Data collected by ReefTeach studies show 
that 80% of those visitors not taught by 
ReefTeachers will step and stand on coral, 
some for as long as 300 seconds.   

Of those who 
have been 
taught by 
ReefTeachers, 
only 9% will 
step on live 
coral.

VOLUNTEER NOW! Adopt a Day at 
Kahalu‘u Bay

Train the Trainer 
Program

WE NEED YOUR KOKUA!

You can volunteer as an individual, or 
through your business or organization. All 
training is done by en experienced marine 
scientist.

ReefTeach Volunteers use picture boards, ReefTeach Volunteers use picture boards, 
books and mobile reference folders to teach 
visitors about coral, reef fish, turtles and 
other reef organisms, and how to reduce 
their impact on them whilst enjoying the 
reef.  

ReefTeachers also collect in-water data to ReefTeachers also collect in-water data to 
show that visitors educated about the reef 
are less likely to impact coral.

Reef Teaching 
is effective 
and fun!  

Your business or organization can make a 
difference by providing ReefTeachers for one 
day a week, one day a month, or one day a year 
to look after Kahalu‘u Bay. 

Our marine science instructor will teach your Our marine science instructor will teach your 
staff and a Certificate of Participation will be 
awarded to your business or organization. 
Training can be carried out at your location or 
ours.

Your business or organization can be trained 
about Hawai‘i ‘s coral reef system and 
appropriate reef etiquette in order to share 
this information with your customers. 

Our marine science instructor will teach your Our marine science instructor will teach your 
staff and a Certificate of Completion will be 
awarded to your business or organization. 
Training can be carried out at your location or 
ours.


