
Agricultural Resources Bulletin: September 3, 2015

Aloha <<First Name>>,
 
The Kohala Center’s Rural and Cooperative Business Development Services team is dedicated to
strengthening Hawai‘i’s rural and agricultural businesses. Upcoming opportunities and events include an
reimbursement payment program for transport, a Cooperative Business Accountant Training workshop, a
Hawai‘i Fruit Tropical Growers Conference, a Natural Farming Symposium, a Wholesale Success multi-
day workshop, and more. Please visit our website at kohalacenter.org/business for more information
about our services, upcoming events, microloan programs, and other resources.

Mahalo,
Nicole, Melanie, Anna-Lisa, Dana, Derrick, Anthony, and Jessica
Rural and Cooperative Business Development Services
The Kohala Center
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES:
 
Reimbursement Transport Cost Payment Program (RTCP)
Sponsored by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Farm Service Agency
The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the 2014 Farm Bill) re-authorized the Reimbursement Transportation Cost
Payment Program for Geographically Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers to reimburse eligible
producers with a portion of the cost to transport (1) agricultural commodities or (2) inputs used to produce
an agricultural commodity. Applicants must file an application for benefits at the FSA Service Center that
maintains the farm records for their business. Applicants in the insular areas of the Pacific Basin must file
an application for benefits directly with the Hawai‘i and Pacific Basin office. View/download the flyer for
more information and how to apply.
 
Tea of the United States (TOTUS)
TOTUS is the first national tea competition specifically for USA-grown tea. The TOTUS Awards are open
to all tea farms, researchers, and beginning growers whose tea-crop origin is cultivated in U.S. soil.
Producing states can gain global recognition by participating in this national competitive program juried
by an international industry panel. TOTUS promotes origin pride and identifies tea production making
significant contributions in domestic agriculture and innovative trade. The TOTUS Awards will be held
November 2015 on Hawai‘i Island and hosted by the Hawai‘i Tea Society in partnership with the Volcano
Art Center, The Kohala Center, Big Island Resource Conservation and Development Council, and Hawai‘i
Farmers Union United. For more information about deadlines, rules, entry fees, and how to apply, visit
totus1awards.com.

http://kohalacenter.org/business
http://kohalacenter.org/docs/resources/rcbds/RTCP_July2015.pdf
http://www.totus1awards.com/


UPCOMING EVENTS:
 
Cooperative Business Accounting Training For Accountants, Bookkeepers, and Cooperative
Managers and Members
Presented by Dan Nutley, CPA and hosted by The Kohala Center
Thursday, September 24 • 9:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Anna Ranch
65-1480 Kawaihae Rd, Waimea, Hawai‘i Island (map)
The Cooperative Business Accounting Training will provide an overview of cooperative business
accounting and taxation. Accountants, bookkeepers, and cooperative managers and members are
encouraged to attend. CPAs are eligible to receive 6 hours of Hawai‘i CPE credit. Registration: To
register, please visit koha.la/coopacct or call The Kohala Center at 808-887-6411. Registration Fees:
Bookkeepers and Cooperative Members: $40; CPAs: $150. Full-day registration fees include lunch. Half-
day registration available for half price. Space is limited. View/download the flyer for more information.
 
FEAST Hawaiʻi Island
Presented by Hawaiʻi Food Systems Stakeholders Group and sponsored by the Hawaiʻi Department of
Health and Kaiser Permanente Thrive
Thursday, September 24 • 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m.
The Wainaku Executive Center
26-238 Hawaiʻi Belt Rd, Hilo (map)
FEAST (Food, Education, Agriculture, Solutions, Together) is a community foods organizing event that
provides a menu of methods to help communities mobilize around improving their local food systems.
The event includes a local panel of food-system representatives, introduction to community food systems
organizing and language, the identification of food-system priorities, creation of a community-foods
organizing plan, plus a meal celebrating our local food. Visit eventbrite.com/e/feast-hawaii-island-a-
community-foods-organizing-event-registration-18029287083 for more information and to register.
» View/download the flyer
 
25th Annual Hawaiʻi Tropical Fruit Growers Conference
Sponsored by County of Hawaiʻi, County of Kaua‘i, and Hawaiʻi Tropical Fruit Growers members
September 24–29
Courtyard King Kamehameha’s Kona Beach Hotel
75-5660 Pālani Rd, Kailua-Kona (map)
The annual Hawaiʻi Tropical Fruit Growers Conference topics will include keynote speakers Yan Diczbalis
on “Tropical Horticulture in Northern Australia,” Peter Salleras on “Striving for Sustainable Tropical Fruit
Tree Production in the 21st Century,” Bob Shaffer on “Soil Culture in Hawaiʻi,” and more. Visit
hawaiitropicalfruitgrowers.org for more information and how to register.
» View/download the flyer
 
First Annual Natural Farming Symposium
Presented by Hawaiʻi Farmers Union United East Hawaiʻi Chapter 
October 1–3 • 8 a.m –5 p.m.  
Komohana Research and Extension Center
875 Komohana St, Hilo (map)
Learn the basics of Korean Natural Farming from farmers, practitioners and experts. Korean Natural
Farming is a method of farming and animal husbandry used both in gardens and on a commercial scale.
It utilizes cheap, readily available local ingredients to enhance and enliven soil microbiology and eliminate
noxious smells and flies in piggeries. These ancient practices have been adjusted and perfected for
modern use with protocols on making, storing, and using inputs. Symposium workshops will feature
hands-on learning opportunities with local practitioners. Earlybird registration available at
eventbrite.com/e/natural-farming-symposium-2015-tickets-17681217999 and includes breakfast and
lunch. Discount registration for Hawaiʻi Farmers Union United members. View/download the flyer for
more information.
 
Wholesale Success Workshops: Save the Dates!
Sponsored by The Kohala Center and a U.S. Department of Agriculture Small Socially Disadvantaged
Producer Grant

November 3–4: Waimea, Hawaiʻi Island
November 5–6: Kahului, Maui

https://www.google.com/maps/place/65-1480+Kawaihae+Rd,+Waimea,+HI+96743/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x79538322ec97cab3:0xdf363922354d56b0?sa=X&ved=0CB4Q8gEwAGoVChMIuLL4w8HZxwIVlpyICh1CYgHD
http://koha.la/coopacct
http://kohalacenter.org/docs/resources/rcbds/CoopAcctTraining_Flyer.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/26-238+Hawaii+Belt+Rd,+Hilo,+HI+96720/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x79524cb21788a50f:0xf3ce04562534fbe3?sa=X&ved=0CB4Q8gEwAGoVChMI6qeg2sHZxwIVAi6ICh0DTwte
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/feast-hawaii-island-a-community-foods-organizing-event-registration-18029287083
http://kohalacenter.org/docs/resources/rcbds/FEAST_Flyer.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/75-5660+Palani+Rd,+Kailua-Kona,+HI+96740/@19.6407531,-155.9975457,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x79540ef8b8feeb59:0x8a2f31c3fbd941be
http://www.hawaiitropicalfruitgrowers.org/
http://kohalacenter.org/docs/resources/rcbds/HTFGC_Flyer.jpg
https://www.google.com/maps/place/875+Komohana+St,+Hilo,+HI+96720/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x79524b315c9c70c7:0x4cafcfbb1620ce12?sa=X&ved=0CB4Q8gEwAGoVChMI1b7hjMLZxwIVC5SICh1HgAMW
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/natural-farming-symposium-2015-tickets-17681217999
http://kohalacenter.org/docs/resources/rcbds/NaturalFarmingSymposium_Flyer.pdf


November 9–10: Hoʻolehua, Molokaʻi

Wholesale Success is a two-day workshop specifically designed to meet the food-safety and wholesale-
production needs of produce farmers just entering wholesale markets as well as seasoned producers,
produce buyers, county sanitarians, farmers market masters, community and school garden coordinators,
school and other institutional food-service directors, food processors, and extension agents. All are
encouraged to attend. Please stay tuned for more information. Registration information will be advertised
in future Ag Bulletins.

PRODUCTION NEWS:
 
Central Toll-Free Number for Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS)
Sponsored by the U.S. Department of Agriculture
APHIS is launching a new toll-free number to make it easier for stakeholders and members of the public
to locate agency resources and information. The program specialists taking calls will work to answer
questions directly or connect callers with the appropriate agency experts. Specialist will also direct callers
to relevant resources on the APHIS website for future reference.  Program specialists can be reached at
844-820-2234 Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern time.
 
International Year of Soils
The United Nations has designated 2015 as the International Year of Soils as a way to increase
understanding of the importance of soil for food security and essential ecosystem functions. Healthy soils
are the foundation of agriculture. In the face of mounting challenges such as a growing global population,
climate change, and extreme weather events, soil health is critical to our future. Find additional resources
about soil testing, cover crops, green manures, and more at kohalacenter.org/business/resources/soil.
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