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State Farm to School Legislation  

A State-by-State Listing
To date, 35 states have passed legislation regarding farm to school programs. Below are summaries and links to the text of this legislation. This information should reflect legislation that has passed as of August 17, 2011. 
	AK
	CA
	CO
	CT
	DE
	DC
	FL
	GA
	HI

	IL
	IA
	KY
	ME
	MD
	MA
	MI
	MN
	MO

	MT
	NH
	NJ
	NM
	NY
	NC
	ND
	OH
	OK

	OR
	PA
	RI
	TN
	TX
	VT
	VA
	WA
	WI


Farm to School Legislation Categories 
The following categories depict the various types of state level policies that exist to support farm to school efforts. 

	Project implementation: Establishes a statewide farm to school program and provides support from local government agencies.


	AK

(HB 70)


	CT

(HB 5847)

	FL

(CS-SB 140)

	IA

(SF 601)

	IL

(HB 78)


	
	ME 

(Resolution 2011)
	MD

(SB 158/

HB 696)

	MI

(HB 6368)



	NC

HB 1832

	NY

(2002 Laws)


	
	OK

(HB 2655)

	OR

(HB 3601)

	PA

(SB 1209)


	VA

(SJR 347)

	WA

(SB 6483)


	Task force/council/working group: Establishes a task force, working group or intra-agency council to implement and assess farm to school programs or directs state agencies to collect data and make recommendations.
	CO

(SB 10-081)

	DC

(B 18-0564)

	HI

(SR 67/ SCR 147)

	IA

(SF 601)

	ME

(HP 784)


	
	MO
(HB 344)
	NH

(HB 1422)

	TX

(SB 1027)

	VA

(SJR 347)

	WI

(AB 746)


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pilot program implementation: Establishes a temporary pilot program for farm to school activities in school districts.
	CA

(SB 281)

	CO

(SB 127)

	VT

(HB 192)

	
	

	Budget appropriations or creation of an official state fund: Authorizes additional funding to be set aside or appropriated for farm to school programs.
	AK

(HB 70)

	CT

(SSB 410)

	IL

(HB 78)

	IA

(SF 551)

	NC

(HB 1832
)

	
	NM

(SB 611)

	OH

(SB 288)

	OK

(see HB 2655)

	OR

(HB 3601)

	WA

(SB 6483)


	Grant money allocation: Authorizes grants for implementation of farm to school programs.
	CA

(SB 281)

	DC

(B 18-0564)

	DC

(B 19-0144)

	IL

(HB 78)

	OH

(SB 288)


	
	PA

(SB 1209)

	VT

(HB 456)

	VT

(HB 91)

	WA

(SB 6483)

	

	Additional reimbursements: Allows schools to receive additional reimbursement money for serving local food in meals.
	CA

(SB 281)

	DC

(B 18-0564)

	DC

(B 19-0144)

	ME 

(Resolution 2011)
	


	Local preference: Encourages state organizations, agencies and schools to use local produce by allowing purchasing preferences for state-produced agricultural products.

	AK

(CS-HB 225)

	CO

(HB 1307)

	GA

(SB 44)
.
	IL

(HB 3990)
.
	KY

(HB 669)


	
	KY

(HB 484)

	MD

(HB 883)

	MA

(HB 4429)

	MA

(HB 4919)

	MI

(HB 6365/

HB 6366)


	
	MI

(HB 6368)

	MT

(SB 328)

	NC

(HB 1832
).
	NY

(SB 6024)

	WA

(SB 6483)
.

	Promotional event or program: Establishes a statewide promotion program or event that will promote local agriculture and foods to children.


	CT

(SSB 589)

	DE

(HB 203)

	GA
(HR 589)
	KY

(HB 626)

	MD

(SB 158/

HB 696)


	
	MD

(HB 751)

	MN (proclamation)
	NJ

(A 2854)

	NY

(2002 Laws)

	NC

(proclamation


	
	ND
(Proclamation 2010)
	VA

(HJR 95)

	
	
	

	Database or directory: Directs state agencies to establish a website or list of participating schools and producers to facilitate local procurement.
	IL

(SB 615)

	MA

(HB 4459)

	MI

(HB 6368)



	NC

(HB 1832)

	OK

(HB 2655)


	
	PA

(SB 1209)

	TX

(SB 1027)

	VA

(SB 797)

	
	

	Wellness or food security policy: Encourages farm to school efforts as part of a broader wellness or food security policy.
	CA

(SB 281)

	CA

(SB 19)

	DC

(B 18-0564)

	OK

(HB 2833)

	TN

(SB 3341)


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Resolutions or Proclamations: Encourages or recommends farm to school programs or policies across the state, in state departments, or on the Federal level.
	DE

(HR 74, 2004)

	DE

(MoA, 2010)

	GA
(HR 589)
	HI 
(CCR 305-10)
	MN (proclamation)

	
	NM 

(SM 54
)
	NC

(proclamation, 2010)

	ND
(Proclamation 2010)
	PA 
(HR 821)
	VT 
(SJR 59 2004)

	Other support: May include provisions related to a broader economic policy (VT), goal setting (IL), a school construction project (MI), processing or distribution infrastructure projects (MT, VT), income tax credit incentives (RI), or another topic not covered in the above categories. 
	IL

(HB 3990)

	MA

(HB 4459)

	MI

(HB 6368)



	MT

(HB 583)

	RI

(2007 Laws)


	
	VT

(HB 313)

	VT

(HB 522)

	
	
	


Alaska

To search for Alaska state legislation: http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/index.php 
Committee Substitute for House Bill 225 (2010, Section 2)

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/PDF/26/Bills/HB0225D.PDF
Amends the Procurement Code (AS 36.15.050) and grants a 7% cost preference for agricultural products harvested in the state rather than to the lowest bid.   
House Bill 70 (2010, Session Laws of Alaska 10, Chapter 11)

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/PDF/26/Bills/HB0070Z.PDF
Establishes a farm to school program within the Department of Natural Resources to strengthen the links between state agriculture and state food procurement in schools, expand local markets, and improve the nutrition of school meals. The legislation requires the department to work with the Departments of Health and Social Services, Education and Early Development, and Administration, along with the University of Alaska Cooperative Extension Service, to work with school procurement officials to facilitate the purchase and marketing of Alaska-grown food. It also requires support for farm to school educational activities including school gardens, school farms, and farm visits. The department is required to report the data biennially to the Legislature. The legislation is subject to appropriation of funds and has a sunset provision for July 1, 2013. 

Back to State List ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

California 
To search for California state legislation: http://www.assembly.ca.gov/acs/acsframeset2text.htm
Senate Bill 281 (2005 California Statute, Chapter 236) 

http://info.sen.ca.gov/pub/05-06/bill/sen/sb_0251-0300/sb_281_bill_20050909_enrolled.pdf 

Establishes the California Fresh Start Pilot Program to encourage and support schools to provide additional portions of fresh fruit and vegetables in the School Breakfast Program. The program is the nation’s first to earmark funds that would increase consumption fresh fruit and vegetables in a school food program, and it reimburses schools 10 cents for every breakfast offering an additional serving of fruit and vegetables, encouraging schools to buy California products when commercially available. The legislation requires sampling of local produce as a part of nutrition education, and allows purchase of local products for this purpose. The legislation provides the State Department of Education $400,000 to provide competitive grants to a county office of education or community college.  Of this $400,000, not more than $100,000 can be used to cultivate an online professional development seminar for school-site staff on serving, safe-handling guidelines, marketing, and promoting fruits and vegetables.  Also, not more than $300,000 of this money can be used for conducting a comprehensive evaluation. 

Senate Bill 19 (2001, Chapter 913)

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/01-02/bill/sen/sb_0001-0050/sb_19_bill_20011014_chaptered.pdf 

This legislation prohibits the sale of beverages in elementary and middle schools and places nutritional standards on the foods sold during breaks and through vending machines. Increases the reimbursement a school receives for free and reduced-price meals and permits schools districts to convene a Child Nutrition and Physical Activity Advisory Committee, which is encouraged to increase the availability of organic produce and school gardens as well as collaborating with local farmers’ markets.
Back to State List ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Colorado 
To search for Colorado state legislation: 
http://www.state.co.us/gov_dir/leg_dir/olls/session_laws_of_colorado.htm
Senate Bill 10-081 (2010 Colorado Session Laws, Chapter 96)

http://www.state.co.us/gov_dir/leg_dir/olls/sl2010a/sl_96.htm
Creates the 13-member interagency Farm to School Coordination Task Force.  Its members are required to include food service director and agricultural representatives as well as staff from the Department of Education, Commission on Higher Education, Department of Agriculture, and Department of Public Health and Environment.  The task force is required to recommend policies and methods to best implement a farm to school program that encourages school districts to use local agricultural products.  In developing its recommendations, the task force must consider farm to school pilot programs and funding sources to recover any increased costs of using locally grown products.  It must also consider training for farmers to enable them to sell their products to schools, and assistance to school districts and school food services to integrate state-grown fresh products into school meals.  The task force is required to report its findings to the Education and Agriculture committees of the General Assembly by February 1, 2013. 
Senate Bill 127 (2006 Colorado Session Laws, Chapter 242) 
http://www.state.co.us/gov_dir/leg_dir/olls/sl2006a/sl_242.htm  
Establishes the Fresh Fruits and Vegetables Pilot Program for the 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 school years to provide students in participating public schools with free fruits and vegetables. Interested school districts must apply for the program through the Department of Education and eligible schools are required to use Colorado-produced fruits and vegetables to the maximum extent possible. A total of $500,000 was appropriated, $350,000 was used to convert reduced price meals to free meals and the remaining $150,000 went to the Fresh Fruits and Vegetables Pilot Program. This legislation was appealed, effective January 1, 2009.
House Bill 1307 (2005 Colorado Session Laws, Chapter 317) 
http://www.state.co.us/gov_dir/leg_dir/olls/sl2005a/sl_317.htm
Under HB 1307, governmental bodies purchasing agricultural products are allowed to preference Colorado products over out of state products as long as the quality is equal, the Colorado producer is able to meet requested quantity, and price is either lower than the lowest out of state bid, or “reasonably exceeds” the lowest bid. “Reasonably exceeds” is defined as a bid that may exceed the lowest bid and can be paid for by the existing fiscal budget. 

Back to State List
____________________________________________________________________________________
Connecticut 
To search for Connecticut state legislation: http://www.cga.ct.gov/
House Bill 5847 (2006 Public Act 06-135, Section 21) 
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2006/ACT/PA/2006PA-00135-R00HB-05847-PA.htm
Legislation related to implementing the provisions of the budget that are concerned with education. Establishes a farm to school program within the Department of Agriculture, in coordination with the Department of Education, to promote the sale of Connecticut-grown farm products to school districts, individual schools and educational institutions. The Departments of Agriculture and Education are required to encourage, solicit, and guide Connecticut farmers and facilitate the local procurement process. The departments are also required to provide outreach and arrange for local, regional and statewide events where farmers can interact with students and school purchasers. 

Substitute Senate Bill 410 (2005 Public Act 05-228, Section 6) 
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2005/act/Pa/2005PA-00228-R00SB-00410-PA.htm
Allocates $100,000 annually to encourage the sale of Connecticut-grown food to schools, restaurants, retailers, and other institutions and businesses in the state. 
Substitute Senate Bill 589 (2004 Public Act 04-222, Section 3) 
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2004/act/Pa/2004PA-00222-R00SB-00589-PA.htm
The legislation requires the Commissioner of Agriculture to establish and administer a program to promote schools in the state that serve farm products grown or produced in the state. Allows any public or nonpublic educational institution to use the label “Connecticut Farm Fresh School” if at least 20% of food served consists of state-grown agriculture.
Back to State List
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Delaware 
To search for Delaware state legislation: http://legis.delaware.gov/
Memorandum of Agreement (2010)
http://governor.delaware.gov/news/2010/1003march/20100305-farmers.shtml 
The Delaware Department of Agriculture, Department of Education and Department of Health and Social Services, confirmed a partnership to encourage healthy eating, healthy lifestyles, health education, consumption of local food products, and nutrition education.  The agreement will also lead to the establishment of school gardens and improve the nutritional value of food products consumed in public schools and facilities.
House Bill 203 (2010)
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/LIS145.nsf/vwlegislation/F3D04F8C12FB8D59852575CA005447E1
Designates strawberries as the official state fruit.  The legislation served as the springboard for declaring the week of May 17-21, 2010 as Strawberry Week in Delaware, a statewide farm to school event.
House Resolution 74 (2004) 
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/LIS142.NSF/fsHTML/?openframeset
This resolution urges Congress to pass the Farm to Cafeteria Projects Act (Child Nutrition 
Reauthorization), and any other legislation promoting farm to school partnerships.  The goals of this bill are to assist schools in purchasing locally grown food, provide more healthy, fresh food for school children, educate children and their families about food grown in their communities, and to expand market opportunities for local farms. 

Back to State List
________________________________________________________________________________
District of Columbia

To search for District of Columbia legislation: http://www.dccouncil.washington.dc.us/legislation 
Bill 19-0144 (2011)
http://www.dccouncil.washington.dc.us/images/00001/20110428130625.pdf
The Healthy Schools Act of 2011 amends the Healthy Schools Act of 2010 to clarify: the definition of unprocessed foods, penalties for noncompliance, requirements for serving school meals and the applicability of the nutritional requirements, the assessment of health education, and the Environmental Literacy Plan. Additionally, the bill develops a plan for certifying physical education and health teachers, provides support for School Wellness Advisory Councils, and expands school health profiles while authorizing the Office of the State Superintendent of Education to modify them. Pertaining to Farm to School programming, the Act clarifies that local milk no longer counts for the Farm to School reimbursement of 5 cents per meal, and allows the farm to school reimbursement to be applied to a breakfast OR lunch meal.

Bill 18-0564 (2010 Law 18-0209) 
http://www.dccouncil.us/lims/legislation.aspx?LegNo=B18-0564&Description=%22HEALTHY+SCHOOLS+ACT+OF+2009%22.&ID=23443 

The Healthy Schools Act of 2010 creates provisions that would ‘green’ Washington, D.C. public schools and improve the health, nutrition and wellness of its students. It requires schools to meet the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Healthier US Gold nutrition standards for school meals and to serve minimally processed foods from sustainable, local growers whenever possible. The legislation creates an extra 5-cent reimbursement for meals with locally grown and unprocessed foods and a 10-cent reimbursement for meals that meet the nutrition requirements. It also requires schools to promote and educate students and staff about eating local and sustainable food and makes grant funding available to help schools solve the logistical issues associated with farm to school. The legislation also requires schools to be held accountable to their Local Wellness Policies (LWP), which have a Farm to School component. The legislation also establishes a school garden grant program within the state education agency. Finally, the Healthy Schools Act creates a Health Youth and Schools Commission to direct and provide advice on these health and wellness efforts. A website has been established on the Act to support its implementation: http://dchealthyschools.org/ 

Back to State List
____________________________________________________________________________________
Florida

To search for Florida state legislation: http://www.leg.state.fl.us/ 
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 140 (2010)

http://laws.flrules.org/files/Ch_2010-183_0.pdf 

The Florida Farm Fresh Schools Program Act establishes the Florida Fresh Schools Program within the Department of Education. It requires the Department to work with the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to develop policies that encourage school districts to buy fresh and local food, select foods with maximum nutritional content, and provide outreach services regarding local food products.

Back to State List
____________________________________________________________________________________
Georgia

To search for Georgia state legislation: http://www.legis.state.ga.us/
House Resolution 589 (2011)

http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/20112012/113211.pdf
A resolution commending Farm to School programs and recognizing March 30, 2011 as Farm to School Day at the state capitol. 

Senate Bill 44 (2009, Act 58)

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb44.htm
Allows purchasing preferences for bids on certain supplies, materials, equipment, and agricultural products manufactured or produced in Georgia, and allows schools to preference local products for purchases that are under $100,000. 
Back to State List
____________________________________________________________________________________

Hawaii

To search for Hawaii state legislation: http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2010/ 
Senate Resolution 67/Senate Concurrent Resolution 147 (2010)

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2010/bills/SR67_SD1_.htm 

Urges various Senate Committees, with representatives from other stakeholder groups, to convene a working group that would examine local farm to school models. The resolution also urges the working group to propose a pilot farm to school program for each island to include concepts of local, fresh food production and procurement, infrastructure development, financing, health and nutrition education, family and community outreach and involvement, and the means to address challenges to the implementation of a farm to school program. The working group is encouraged to report its findings and recommendations to the Legislature before the convening of the Regular Session of 2011. 
Hawaii County Council Resolution 305-10 (2010)

http://records.co.hawaii.hi.us/Weblink/0/doc/735911/Page1.aspx 

This resolution urges the Legislature to support a farm to school program and to implement a statewide policy, as proposed in SB 1179. The resolution points to the Hawaii County Council as responsible for the health and welfare of residents and children on the island.

Back to State List
____________________________________________________________________________________

Illinois

To search for Illinois state legislation: http://www.illinois.gov/government/gov_legislature.cfm
Senate Bill 615 (2010 Public Act 96-1095, Section 30)

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=096-1095 

Directs the Department of Agriculture to establish a farm-school database to facilitate the purchase of fresh produce and food products by schools. The database must contain the information necessary for schools to identify and contact agricultural producers that are interested in supplying schools in the state and for producers to identify schools in the state that are interested in purchasing their products. The legislation authorizes the department to solicit federal and state funding for implementing the program. 

House Bill 78 (2009 Public Act 96-153)
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=78&GAID=10&DocTypeID=HB&LegId=40067&SessionID=76&GA=96
The Farm Fresh Schools Program Act recognizes that it is in the best interest of the state to encourage and invest in farm to school programs to improve child health and strengthen local economies. The legislation creates the Farm Fresh Schools Program within the Department of Agriculture, in cooperation with the State Board of Education and the Department of Public Health. It establishes a competitive grant program for the implementation of farm to school programs and also creates the Farm Fresh School Fund in the State Treasury, from which grant money will come.

House Bill 3990 (2009 Public Act 96-579)

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=096-0579 

The Illinois Food, Farms, and Jobs Act was created to implement an economic development, public health, and emergency preparedness strategy. The legislation sets local food procurement goals for state agencies and state-funded institutions of 20% and 10% by 2020, respectively. To meet these goals, the legislation authorizes a 10% cost preference for agricultural products harvested in the state rather than to the lowest bid.
Back to State List
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Iowa 
To search for Iowa state legislation: http://www.legis.state.ia.us/
Senate File 601 (2007 Iowa Acts, Chapter 190A) 
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=billbook&menu=false&ga=82&hbill=SF601
Iowa’s farm to school program was originally part of SF 209 and SF 452, and is currently written into SF 601. This legislation establishes an Iowa farm to school program, coordinated by the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship in partnership with the Iowa Department of Education and a Farm to School Council, to encourage and promote the purchase of locally produced food in order to improve child nutrition and strengthen local farm economies.  It also establishes a farm to school council made up of seven members from designated groups and as selected by the governor.  The legislation encourages activities that provide students with hands-on learning opportunities, such as farm visits, cooking demonstrations, and school gardening and composting programs. The Farm to School Council is required to establish partnerships with other public agencies and nonprofit organizations to facilitate the program and receive funding. 

Senate File 551 (2007) 
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=billbook&menu=false&ga=82&hbill=SF551
This legislation relates to making appropriations for agriculture, natural resources, and environmental protection purposes.  For purposes of supporting a farm to school program, as provided in SF 601, $80,000 was appropriated for farm to school in FY08 and another $80,000 was appropriated for FY09. For FY 2010, the Governor proposed $73,678. Money will go toward salaries, support, maintenance, and other miscellaneous needs. 

Back to State List
______________________________________________________________________ 
Kentucky 
To search for Kentucky state legislation: http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record_search.htm
House Bill 484 (2009 Kentucky Acts, Chapter 37)  
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/Statrev/ACTS2008/0037.pdf 

Extends the provisions of Kentucky Revised Statutes 45A.645 to promote the use of local agriculture and other food products by public postsecondary institutions (see HB 669 for more information). Paired with HB 669, this legislation supports locally produced agriculture procurement by all public educational institutions in Kentucky.

House Bill 626 (2008 Kentucky Acts, Chapter 154)

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/Statrev/ACTS2008/0154.pdf 

Establishes the Kentucky Proud brand as the permanent marketing program for the Kentucky Department of Agriculture. Creates the Kentucky Proud Advisory Council for the purpose of advising the department concerning the implementation and administration of the program. The legislation also creates the Kentucky Proud promotion fund in the State Treasury as a trust and agency account to support the program, provide grants-in-aid, and for other expenses related to promoting state-grown products.  

House Bill 669 (2006 Kentucky Acts, Chapter 244) 

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/Statrev/ACTS2006/0244.pdf
Amends Kentucky Revised Statutes 45A.645, part of the Kentucky Model Procurement Code, and requires state agencies to purchase Kentucky-grown agriculture products, if the products are available and vendors can meet the applicable quality and pricing requirements of the state agency. Before a state agency can purchase Kentucky-grown products, the vendor is required to participate in the Kentucky-grown logo or labeling program. Prospective vendors may apply for marketing assistance from the state for the purchase of Kentucky-grown logos or labeling statements. State agencies that purchase Kentucky-grown products are required to provide a report to the Legislative Research Commission and to the Department of Agriculture. Non-U.S. grown agricultural products must be labeled with a country of origin label if they are purchased by a state agency.

Back to State List
____________________________________________________________________________________

Maine
To search Maine state legislation: http://janus.state.me.us/legis/
Resolution (2011, Chapter 91)

http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/bills_125th/chapters/RESOLVE91.asp
This resolution is to develop and implement a farm and fish to school pilot program by the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources, the Department of Education, and the Department of Marine Resources. Specifically, the resolution authorizes a pilot program to examine the benefits of promoting the purchasing of food grown or raised and fish raised or caught by Maine food producers for use in primary and secondary school meal programs.  The resolution states that up to two schools may choose to participate in the pilot program, one of which must be in an urban area and one of which must be in a rural area. The pilot program may provide to each participating school for up to two years up to 6¢ per meal served by the school to promote purchasing food grown or raised and fish raised or caught by Maine food producers for use in the school's meal program. The resolution also states that the above Departments receive information generated by the pilot program with respect to the economic impacts, benefits to farmers and producers, and impacts on student eating habits. The Departments are also directed to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters by January 1, 2013 on the pilot program.
House Paper 784 (Legislative Document 1140, 2009 RESOLVE, Chapter 106)
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/bills_124th/billtexts/HP078401.asp
This 2009 Resolve directed the Department of Education, the Department of Health and Human Services, and the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources to establish a work group, consisting of various stakeholder groups, to create a report to the Legislature with recommendations about how the State of Maine can strengthen Farm to School efforts within the state. This report is now complete and was submitted to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs, the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, and the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services in February 2010. The Legislature will convert the priority recommendations to statute for consideration during next session in January 2011. The report is available at: https://mail.google.com/a/foodsecurity.org/?attid=0.2&th=129a97529d0e9d14&disp=vah&view=att 
Priority recommendations to integrate Farm to School into Maine’s policies include encouraging collaboration between the Departments of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources, Health and Human Services, and Education to establish a strategic plan to provide funding, technical assistance, and evaluation. Recommendations for financial incentives include providing reimbursements, allowing a 5% tax credit for Maine producers selling to schools, establishing a minimum percent of commodity funds to be used to purchase locally, providing policies that encourage flexible bidding processes, and adopting a state procurement policy that mandates a minimum percent of local food purchases. The report also recommends making Farm to School curriculum programs available to all Maine schools and strengthening local school wellness policies. 
Back to State List
____________________________________________________________________________________
Maryland  
To search Maryland state legislation: http://mlis.state.md.us/#pryr
House Bill 751 (2011 Maryland Laws, Chapter 140)

http://mlis.state.md.us/2011rs/billfile/hb0751.htm
Requires each local educational agency participating in the Jane Lawton Farm-to-School Program to report by January 1 each year to the Department of Agriculture the types and amounts of farm products purchased from farms in the State.
Senate Bill 158 (2008 Maryland Laws, Chapter 371) and House Bill 696 (2008 Maryland Laws, Chapter 372) (Companion Bills)
http://mlis.state.md.us/2008rs/bills/sb/sb0158t.pdf 

This bill establishes the "Jane Lawton Farm to School Program" in the Department of Agriculture, in coordination with the State Department of Education and the Board of Public Works, to promote the sale of Maryland-grown farm products to schools. This includes developing a database of farmers interested in selling their farm products to schools, facilitating purchases from farmers by schools, and providing outreach and guidance to farmers. The program is responsible for promoting state agricultural products to children through school meal and classroom programs and other promotional activities that may include field trips to farms or farmer visits to schools. The legislation also requires the program to organize a weeklong promotional event titled the "Maryland Homegrown School Lunch Week.” 

House Bill 883 (2006 Maryland Laws, Chapter 360) 
http://mlis.state.md.us/2006rs/bills/hb/hb0883t.pdf
HB 883 requires the Board of Works to adopt regulations allowing a 5% price preference above the lowest bid for locally grown foods. State schools and facilities are required to review procurement regulations and use the 5% price preference for purchasing local products to the extent possible.  This section does not apply if it is inconsistent with federal law.   
Back to State List
____________________________________________________________________________________
Massachusetts 
To search for Massachusetts state legislation: http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaws.htm
House Bill 4459 (2010, Section 6)

http://www.malegislature.gov/Bills/186/House/H4459
Requires the department of agricultural resources in collaboration with the department of elementary and secondary education to collect data including, but not limited to: (1) school districts and other educational institutions interested in purchasing Massachusetts’ farm products; (2) the type and amount of such products schools wish to purchase; (3) the name of the appropriate contact person from the interested school district; (4) farm organizations and businesses that market Massachusetts’ farm products; and (5) the availability of Massachusetts’ farm products by type and amount of the product, the names and contact information of farmers and farm organizations and businesses marketing such products. Based upon the data collected, the department of agriculture in collaboration with the department of elementary and secondary education is required to work with programs that facilitate acquisition of local agricultural products by public schools, including the Massachusetts Farm to School Project, to develop a mechanism and process by which schools interested in purchasing Massachusetts’ farm products may notify farms. 

The bill also requires a report to the governor, the speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, the joint committee on education; the joint committee on public health, and the house and senate chairs of the joint committee on environment, natural resources and agriculture that details the results of the data collected, the steps taken to comply with the requirements and any recommendations, together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry recommendations into effect on or before March 1, 2011.

House Bill 4919 (2010)

http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2010/Chapter197
Amends the Senate Amendment to House Bill 4459, which relates to child nutrition. Requires the state purchasing agent to make reasonable efforts to facilitate the purchase of products grown in the Commonwealth. The legislation requires the state purchasing agent to purchase state-grown products unless the price of the good exceeds the price of products grown outside the state by more than 10%. As written in previous legislation, it also authorizes the procurement officer to award contracts without seeking quotations and allows individual purchases of less than $25,000 to Massachusetts farm operations for the procurement of agriculture products, including fruits, vegetables, eggs, dairy products, meats, aquatic products, crops, horticultural products, and products processed into value-added products. Requires the Department of Agriculture and the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to collect data from schools and food producers.  Based on the data collected, the Department of Agricultural Resources is required to work with programs that facilitate the acquisition of local agricultural products by public schools, ensuring fair opportunities for all farms or fish processors interested in selling products to public schools.
House Bill 4429 (Acts of 2006, Chapter 123) 
http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060123.htm
This legislation allows state agencies to pay up to 10% above the lowest bid to purchase Massachusetts-produced fruit, vegetable, meat, seafood, egg, dairy, horticultural, and value-added products, as long as there is no conflict with other state or federal laws.  State procurement officers may award contracts up to $25,000 without seeking other bids, as required by standard procurement procedures.  A governmental body may establish a preference for purchasing local products by majority vote. Language was originally made part of the larger Economic Stimulus Package of 2006 and earlier versions of the legislation include HB 4324, HB 4381, and HB 4404. 
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Minnesota

To search for Minnesota state legislation: https://www.revisor.mn.gov/search/?search=stat
Proclamation (2011)

http://www.iatp.org/documents/governor-dayton-proclaims-september-farm-to-school-month-in-minnesota 

Governor Mark Dayton proclaimed September as Farm to School Month in recognition of the many benefits that Farm to School brings to K-12 students and the local agricultural economy in Minnesota. The Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy (IATP), a long-running advocate for Farm to School in Minnesota and around the country, initiated the request for the Farm to School Proclamation.
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Michigan
To search for Michigan state legislation: http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(eieyyhuxshgrck45t5xsssrf))/mileg.aspx?page=home
House Bill 6368 (2008, Public Act 315) 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2007-2008/publicact/pdf/2008-PA-0315.pdf 

The Farm to School Procurement Act establishes a farm to school program supported by the Departments of Agriculture and Education. The legislation calls for the coordination and development of farm to school procurement processes and procedures for school food authorities to purchase local farm products and abide by federal regulations. The program is required to provide education and food preparation training to food service staff and encourage food service directors to include local products when taking bids that fall under the small purchase threshold (see HB 6365 and HB 6366). The legislation also encourages school construction projects to consider kitchen facilities capable of producing fresh school meals and opportunities for hands-on learning. The Department of Agriculture is required to establish a farm to school point person to coordinate efforts and disseminate information on the school food procurement process. The legislation also encourages the Department to develop a web-based directory to locate farmers and Michigan farm products and authorizes the Departments of Agriculture and Education to accept funds from any federal, state, or private source to implement the act. 

House Bill 6365 (2008, Public Act 343) and House Bill 6366 (2008, Public Act 344)

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2007-2008/publicact/pdf/2008-PA-0343.pdf 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2007-2008/publicact/pdf/2008-PA-0344.pdf
HB 6365 and HB 6366 amend the Revised School Code, Act 451, to require school districts to adopt written policies governing the procurement of supplies, materials and equipment. The legislation creates a state law exception allowing school districts, public school academies, and intermediate school districts to make food purchases costing less than $100,000 without formal competitive bids. Raising the state small purchase threshold for school food purchases will remove an additional state-level obstacle that discourages schools from serving local foods in their programs. The small purchase threshold amount is $20,102 for 2008, to reflect the actual current level after adjustments for inflation, and will be updated every year.  HB 6365 applies to school districts and charter schools and HB 6366 applies to intermediate school districts. 
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Missouri

To search for Missouri state legislation: http://www.house.mo.gov/billcentral.aspx
House Bill 344 (2011)
http://www.house.mo.gov/billtracking/bills111/billpdf/truly/HB0344T.PDF
This legislation establishes the Farm-to-Table Advisory Board. The mission of the board is to provide recommendations for strategies that: (1) allow schools and state institutions to more easily incorporate locally grown agricultural products into their cafeteria offerings, salad bars, and vending machines; and (2) increase public awareness of local agricultural practices and the role that local agriculture plays in sustaining healthy communities and supporting healthy lifestyles.

Back to State List
______________________________________________________________________
Montana 
To search for Montana state legislation: http://leg.mt.gov/css/bills/default.asp
House Bill 583 (2009 Montana Laws, Chapter 386)

http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2009/billpdf/HB0583.pdf 

The legislation supports infrastructure for food production and processing, including farm-derived renewable energy, to meet the demand for a safe and stable food and energy supply. HB 583 provides funding for six food and agriculture development centers that would provide technical assistance to ensure that more of the state’s food, agriculture, and energy dollars circulate in Montana. While not specific to farm to school programs, a key rationale for developing the legislation was recognizing the lack of agriculture infrastructure as a barrier to the ability of farmers to serve in-state markets, including schools and university food services.

Senate Bill 328 (2007 Montana Laws, Chapter 146) 
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2007/billpdf/SB0328.pdf
SB 328 establishes an optional procurement exception that is applicable to the purchase of Montana-produced food products. State agencies can preference Montana agricultural products by either standard procurement procedures or by direct purchase when the product meets similar quality, quantity, and price standards for products produced outside the state. A higher bid for Montana-produced food products must be reasonable and capable of being paid out of the governmental body’s existing budget, without any further supplemental or additional appropriation.
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New Hampshire
To search for New Hampshire state legislation: http://gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/default.htm
House Bill 1422 (Laws of 2008, Chapter 219)

http://gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/2008/hb1422.html 

The legislation establishes the multi-disciplinary Commission on the Prevention of Childhood Obesity. The commission is required to identify and consider legislative and policy strategies that can be effective in preventing childhood obesity in New Hampshire, including developing recommendations to help schools adopt and implement school nutrition standards. In December of 2009, the Commission released a report, which included a recommendation to increase the number of schools in the New Hampshire Farm to School program. A link to the report is available at: http://www.nhha.org/WhatsNewFiles/2009%20downloads/Commission%20report%2009%20v3.pdf
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New Jersey 
To search for New Jersey state legislation: http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/ 
Assembly No. 2854 (2010)

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2010/Bills/A3000/2854_R1.PDF 

Requires the Departments of Agriculture and Education, in coordination with New Jersey farmers and school food services, to establish an annual week of promotional events known as the “Jersey Fresh Farm to School Week.” The week is to be celebrated each year throughout the state during the last week of September and serves to promote the value and importance of New Jersey agriculture and farm fresh foods for children. The promotional events are required to be provided to children through the school breakfast, lunch, and snack programs; community groups, churches, and service organizations; and the public at large.
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New Mexico 
To search for New Mexico state legislation: http://legis.state.nm.us/lcs/BillFinder.asp
Senate Memorial 54 (2008) 

http://www.sos.state.nm.us/2008/SMemorial54.pdf 

The resolution encourages schools and their food service directors to put more emphasis on procuring local food and to search out in their locales, with the assistance of the New Mexico Department of Agriculture and Farm to Table, local farmers to supply New Mexico-grown foods for school food programs.
Senate Bill 611 (2007)

http://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/07%20Regular/final/SB0611.pdf 

This legislation relates to state energy expenditures and appropriates an initial $85,000 to provide New Mexico-grown produce to the Valley High School Cluster in the Albuquerque Public School District, among other appropriations for the expansion of farmers markets and sustainable agriculture education and assistance. 

House Joint Memorial 34 (2001) 
http://legis.state.nm.us/Sessions/01%20Regular/memorials/house/HJM034.pdf
This joint memorial requests that the Department of Agriculture and the Department of Education collaborate on evaluating the opportunities for the public schools to use New Mexico agricultural products in preparing school meals. 
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New York 
To search for New York state legislation:  
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/frmload.cgi?MENU-09735958
Also available, the National Conference of State Legislatures’ report on the history of F2S in NY: 
http://www.ncsl.org/programs/health/publichealth/foodaccess/f2sny.htm
Senate 6024 (2004 New York Laws, Chapter 269) 
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/menugetf.cgi
Allows school districts to apply for permission to purchase directly from associations of more than 10 farmers when no other farmers or smaller associations are available. Raises the dollar cap on direct purchases from $0.15 to $0.20 per meal per student. Requires the NYS Education Department to develop regulations, with input from the Department of Agriculture and Markets, that should: 1) accommodate the provisions of the State Farm to School Law, 2) allow schools to pay farmers prices comparable to what they would otherwise pay for locally grown foods through their conventional channels as opposed to comparing to national wholesale prices, 3) allow school districts interested in purchasing local farm products to notify interested farmers statewide in accordance with provisions of the Farm to School Law, 4) ensure that schools provide a fair opportunity to all farmers and that schools select the seller based on the usual traditional purchasing criteria without having to divide up purchases proportionally among competing bidders, 5) provide guidelines for the Department of Education’s approval of purchases by schools from associations of 10 or more farmers.

(2002 New York Laws, Article 2, Section 16, Subdivision 5-b under Agriculture and Markets)  

http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/LAWSSEAF.cgi?QUERYTYPE=LAWS+&QUERYDATA=$$AGM16$$@TXAGM016+&LIST=LAW+&BROWSER=BROWSER+&TOKEN=31641717+&TARGET=VIEW
(2002 New York Laws Article 7, Section 305, Subdivision 31 under Education)
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/LAWSSEAF.cgi?QUERYTYPE=LAWS+&QUERYDATA=$$EDN305$$@TXEDN0305+&LIST=LAW+&BROWSER=BROWSER+&TOKEN=31641717+&TARGET=VIEW 

Under the jurisdiction of the Education Department, with cooperation from the Commissioner of Education and Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets, this law establishes a farm to school program to facilitate and promote the purchase of New York farm products by educational institutions in New York. The Commissioner of Education is responsible for making relevant information available to farmers, farm organizations, and institutions interested in establishing farm to school programs. The Department is required to coordinate promotional events such as New York Harvest for New York Kids Week in early October each year, that will promote local agriculture and foods to children through school meals and the classroom and other locations in the community. 
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North Carolina

To search for North Carolina state legislation: http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/legislation/legislation.html 

Governor Proclamation (2010)

http://www.governor.state.nc.us/NewsItems/ProclamationDetail.aspx?newsItemID=1453
North Carolina Governor issued a proclamation establishing October 2010 as Farm to School Month statewide. The proclamation highlights the successes and the importance of farm to school initiatives in both supporting North Carolina Farmers and providing fresh nutritious foods for students.  
House Bill 1832 (2010)

http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/Sessions/2009/Bills/House/PDF/H1832v1.pdf 

Following the recommendations of the Legislative Task Force on Obesity, this bill establishes in the Department of Agriculture a position dedicated to the administration of the state farm to school program. This administrator would work to increase the educational components of the Farm to School Program (including developing curricular materials), develop and maintaining a list of farmers interested in selling farm products to school systems in this State, encouraging more school systems to participate in the Farm to School Program, and provide technical assistance to farmers on participation in the Farm to School Program. This person would also seek opportunities to standardize the small purchase threshold for child nutrition programs to facilitate the purchase by school systems of farm products from local farmers.  The Department of Agriculture must collaborate with the Child Nutrition Program, the Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Health Services, and other groups working in the area of child nutrition. The Department is required to report annually on the program.
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North Dakota

To search for North Dakota state legislation: http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/
Proclamation (2010)

Former Governor John Hoeven declared September 19-25, 2010 as North Dakota Farm to School Week.
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Ohio
To search for Ohio state legislation:  
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/search.cfm 

Senate Bill 288 (2008)

http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=127_SB_288 

Establishes the healthy farms and healthy schools grant program, administered by the Director of Agriculture, for the purpose of providing grants to schools to educate kindergarten students and their families about the importance of choosing healthy, locally produced foods and to increase awareness of agriculture in Ohio. The grant program may be used to purchase agricultural products that are produced in the state, training of teachers and other educational staff on nutrition education and agricultural education, and direct agricultural educational experiences that teach children about sources of food, nutrition, and agriculture in the state. The director of agriculture is required to maintain a list of persons involved in agriculture that have agreed to supply food products and other supplies for the purpose of assisting grant recipients in the educational process. The legislation also creates, in the State Treasury, the healthy farms and healthy schools grant fund. 
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Oklahoma 
To search for Oklahoma state legislation: http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/WebBillStatus/main.html 
House Bill 2833 (56 Oklahoma Statutes Supplement 2007, Section 245) 

http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/deliverdocument.asp?id=451969&hits
 The Oklahoma Food Security Act establishes a standing Oklahoma Food Security Committee to implement the Oklahoma Task Force on Hunger recommendations, effective until December of 2012. The legislation encourages the committee to support community food security initiatives and food production at the local level. In 2008, HB 2833 was amended to include schools as part of the overall goals of the Oklahoma Food Security Task Force: "Involve schools in identifying and improving students' access to sufficient and nutritious foods." 

House Bill 2655 (2006 Oklahoma Session Laws, Section 257) 
http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=446211  

Creates the Oklahoma Farm to School Program within the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry, in coordination with the State Departments of Health, Education, and Human Services. Requires the Department to employ a director to administer and monitor the program with the guidance of a nonprofit food policy council. The director is responsible for providing leadership at the state level to promote farm to school and advise agencies on actions and strategies for implementation. The director is also required to provide training and technical assistance to school food services personnel, facilitate communication between farmers and school districts, establish partnerships with public and nonprofit sources to implement a public campaign, and seek grants from funding sources. The Department of Agriculture is required to establish a Farm to School Program website to assist schools and farmers in the coordination of fresh food procurement. Senate Bill 46 appropriated $100,000 to the Department of Agriculture to fund the program. 

Back to State List
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Oregon 

To search for Oregon state legislation: http://www.leg.state.or.us/ 

House Bill 2800 (2011)

http://www.leg.state.or.us/11reg/measpdf/hb2800.dir/hb2800.b.pdf
This legislation directs the Department of Education to award grants to school districts for reimbursement of costs incurred in purchasing Oregon food products that meet certain criteria and for funding food-based, agriculture-based and garden-based educational activities. 

House Bill 3601 (2008 Oregon Laws, Chapter 21)   
http://www.leg.state.or.us/08ss1/measpdf/hb3600.dir/hb3601.en.pdf
This bill requires the Department of Education to establish the Oregon Farm to School and School 
Garden Program. Through this program, the Department of Education, in coordination with the Department of Agriculture, is required to assist schools in utilizing Oregon food products from school gardens, promote food- and garden-based educational activities in school districts, and provide information to and assist school districts in incorporating projects into wellness policies. The Department of Education is required to report to the Legislative Assembly on the activities related to the program by February 2009. For the purpose of paying the administration costs of the Oregon Farm to School and School Garden Program, the Department of Education may accept contributions and assistance from any source, public or private. The legislation appropriates $95,000 from the General Fund to the Department of Education for program implementation.
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Pennsylvania 
To search for Pennsylvania state legislation: http://www.legis.state.pa.us/
Senate Bill 1209 (2006 Pennsylvania Laws, Act 184) 
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&sessYr=2005&sessInd=0&billBody=S&billTyp=B&billNbr=1209&pn=2047
The Healthy Farms and Healthy Schools Act creates a statewide program modeled after the Kindergarten Initiative.  The Department of Agriculture, in consultation with the Departments of Education and Health, is authorized to establish a program to award grants for the purpose of developing the Healthy Farms and Healthy Schools Program in kindergarten classes. The Department is required to compile a list of Pennsylvania farmers interested in supplying food to local schools. Program activities are required to include nutrition and agriculture education for students, training for teachers and educational staff, educational activities for parents and community groups, and field trips or other educational experiences that teach young children about sources of food. The legislation authorizes the Department to award grants for procurement of local produce and implementation of educational programs. Grant amounts are limited to 75% of the amount necessary to develop the program, and are not permitted to exceed $15,000 annually per school. Applicants are allowed to use in-kind support to match the amount granted. Money for the Healthy Farms and Healthy Schools is provided by the Governor’s budget and varies from year to year; check the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture website for more information. The program’s website is available at: http://www.agriculture.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_2_24476_10297_0_43/http%3B/10.41.0.36/AgWebsite/ProgramDetail.aspx?name=Healthy-Farms-and-Healthy-Schools-Grant-Program-&navid=12&parentnavid=0&palid=79& 
House Resolution 821 (2004) 
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2003&sind=0&body=H&type=R&BN=0821
Urges Congress to support the Farm to School Projects Act of 2003 and any other legislation that assists schools in purchasing local foods, provides more healthy and fresh food for school children, educates children and their families about foods grown in their communities, and expands market opportunities for local farms. 
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Rhode Island
To search for Rhode Island state legislation: http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/
2007 Rhode Island General Laws, Title 44 Taxation, Section 44-30-27
http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/statutes/TITLE44/44-30/44-30-27.HTM
The legislation gives a 5% income tax credit to an individual or entity for the purchase of state-grown produce and the provision of food and services to a local education agency. The income tax credit is based on the cost of production. 
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Tennessee 

To search for Tennessee state legislation: http://www.legislature.state.tn.us/ 
Senate Bill 3341 (2008 Tennessee Public Acts, Chapter 963)  
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/acts/105/pub/pc0963.pdf
This legislation requires each local school board to submit to the Commissioner of Education a plan for compliance with the nutritional breakfast and lunch programs sixty days prior to the beginning of the school year. The plan is required to consider local agriculture products, freshness, and transportation as well as allow for flexible bidding processes to assist farmers to bid competitively on portions of a given nutrition plan, rather than an entire nutrition plan. 
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Texas
To Search for Texas state legislation: http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Home.aspx
Senate Bill 1027 (2009)
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=81R&Bill=SB1027
Amends Chapter 12 of the Agriculture Code to establish an Interagency Farm to School Coordination Task Force made up of members from the state Department of Agriculture, the Texas Education Agency, the Department of State Health Services and representatives of fruit and vegetable producers, school food service organizations, food distribution businesses, child nutrition advocacy organizations, parent organizations, educational institutions, and health nutrition educators. The task force is required to design and update nutrition and food education resources, expand food-focused experiential education programs, help identify funding sources, create a database of local food available for school use, make available training programs for farmers and ranchers to market their products to schools and school districts, and provide technical assistance and advice to schools.
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Vermont 
To search for Vermont state legislation: http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/docs2.cfm
House Bill 192 (2009 Act No. 51)

http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/2010/Acts/ACT051.pdf
The legislation is intended to promote Vermont’s local food system.  It directs the Commissioner of Education, the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets, and the Secretary of Human Services to work with the congressional delegation to develop a pilot program to test the feasibility of centralized statewide purchasing of milk and meat for school meals and to offer technical assistance to schools regarding the use of local foods. The legislation further directs the Department of Education to search for federal stimulus funds that can be used to provide resources and technical assistance for purchasing and using local fruits and vegetables under the federal fruit and vegetable grant program.
House Bill 313 (2009 Act No. 54, Section 35)

http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/2010/Acts/ACT054.pdf
The legislation establishes numerous programs and policies designed to foster economic development in Vermont. Section 35 includes provisions for the Farm to Plate (F2P) Initiative, which directs the Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund, in consultation with the Sustainable Agriculture Council and other stakeholders, to develop a ten-year strategic plan to strengthen Vermont’s farm and food sector. The primary goals of the F2P investment program are to increase economic development in Vermont’s food and farm sector, create jobs in the food and farm economy, and improve access to healthy local foods. The program is required to include a strategic plan for agricultural development, based on an inventory of Vermont’s food system infrastructure and distribution systems. The legislation authorizes the amount of $100,000 to be appropriated from the state fiscal stabilization funds for the program for fiscal year 2010. The Farm to Plate staff submitted an interim report to the Legislature in January of 2010 and is working to complete the plan and all its appendices by the end of 2010. The legislation requires the plan to be delivered to the Governor and Vermont Legislature by January 2011. The F2P Interim Report is available at: http://www.vsjf.org/assets/files/Agriculture/F2P_Interim%20Report%20to%20Legislature_1_18_10.pdf 
HB 522 (2007 Act No. 38) 
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/legdoc.cfm?URL=/docs/2008/acts/ACT038SUM.HTM
The legislation creates new programs and modifies old programs in order to strengthen Vermont agriculture and to develop new sectors within the agriculture industry, which can include farm to school initiatives. It establishes a study with the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, the Agency of Administration, and the Department of Buildings and General Services to develop a system of local food and dairy purchasing within state government and government-sponsored entities. It also establishes a study of how to increase in-state and on-farm dairy processing facilities.

House Bill 91 (2007 Act No. 24) 
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/legdoc.cfm?URL=/docs/2008/acts/ACT024.HTM
Establishes the local foods mini-grant program as a permanent program, created by Act No. 145 of 2006. The program is named in honor of former Representative Rozo McLaughlin and serves to encourage Vermont schools to develop a relationship with local farmers and producers. The legislation also directs the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets to help implement educational programs for farmers to increase sales to schools. It also directs the Commissioner of Education to expand regional training for school and child care personnel concerning strategies related to serving locally grown foods. Each grant awarded is not to exceed $15,000. In the 2008 session, $110,000 was designated for this act: $85,000 for farm to school mini grants and $25,000 for training and technical assistance for schools to develop their farm to school programs. 

House Bill 456 (2006 Act No. 145) 
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/legdoc.cfm?URL=/docs/2006/acts/ACT145.HTM
Establishes a mini-grant program to help schools increase their use of local farm products and/or teach children about farm to school connections. The mini-grant program, with maximum awards of $15,000, can be used to assist with purchasing equipment, resources and materials that increase local purchasing and education regarding nutrition and agriculture. Grants may also be used for professional development for teachers to learn more about farm to school connections. The legislation directs the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets to help farmers find ways to increase sales to schools and state government agencies and to award funds to an entity that will process Vermont farm products. It also directs the Commissioner of Education to provide training on use of locally grown foods to food service personnel. The Secretary and Commissioner, along with the Secretary of Human Services, are required to report to the general assembly on strategies that will increase the use of Vermont farm products in schools and state agencies.

Senate Joint Resolution 59 (2004 Act No. 386) 
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/legdoc.cfm?URL=/docs/2004/acts/ACTR386.HTM
This resolution urges the United States Congress to enact the proposed “Farm to Cafeteria Projects Act” or similar legislation.
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Virginia  
To search for Virginia state legislation: http://leg1.state.va.us/
House Joint Resolution 95 (2010)

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?101+ful+HJ95
Recognizes the significant progress of the Farm to School program, authorized by SJR 347, across the Commonwealth and officially establishes the second full week of November as Farm to School week in 2010 and successive years.
Senate Bill 797 (2007 Virginia Laws, Chapter 352) 
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?071+ful+SB797ER
Requires the Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services to establish and maintain a public website that facilitates and promotes the purchase of Virginia agricultural products by schools, universities, and other educational institutions.  The website should include information such as farmers’ contact information, amount and types of produce available. The website is available at: http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/marketing/farm.shtml 
Senate Joint Resolution 347 (2007) 
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?071+ful+SJ347ER
Authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry and the Secretary of Education to establish a Farm to School Task Force that will develop a plan for implementing a farm to school program in Virginia.  
The task force will study methods for providing information to the Virginia Department of Education, interested school divisions, and institutions of higher education regarding the availability of Virginia products. In 2007, the Secretaries of Agriculture and Education submitted the Farm to School Task Force Report, pursuant to the requests of SJR 347. The report is available at: http://leg2.state.va.us/dls/h&sdocs.nsf/By+Year/SD182007/$file/SD18.pdf 
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Washington 
To search for Washington state legislation: 
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/search.aspx?term=farm%20to%20school
Senate Bill 6483 (2008 Washington Laws, Chapter 215) 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2007-08/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Law%202008/6483-S2.SL.pdf
The legislation creates several provisions related to local food production. It creates a farm to school program in the Department of Agriculture to facilitate the purchase of Washington-grown food by schools, by linking school districts and local producers as well as integrating curricula and programs that demonstrate the benefits of local food. It also creates the Washington Grown Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Grant Program, within the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, to facilitate consumption of state-grown nutritious snacks to improve student health and expand the market for locally grown fresh produce. The legislation requires revision of food procurement and food contract procedures to facilitate the purchase of Washington grown food by state agencies and institutions to the maximum extent practicable. A school district may develop and implement policies and procedures to facilitate and maximize purchases of Washington grown food, such as a percentage price preference policy. School districts are also authorized to operate school gardens or farms as appropriate for the purpose of growing fruits and vegetables to be used for educational purposes. The Office of Financial Management is required to work to develop measures for reporting on changes and trends in the purchasing of Washington grown food by state agencies, institutions of higher education, and schools. $1.49 million in funding was appropriated in 2008 to implement the legislation, with $600,000 in grant funds to elementary schools with high numbers of low-income students to make available a locally-grown fruit and vegetable snack program. Since then, the budget for SB 6483 has been cut significantly since then and certain programs deactivated, including Washington Grown Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Grant Program.

House Bill 2657 (2002 Washington Laws, Chapter 166) 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/WSLdocs/2001-02/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Law%202002/2657.SL.pdf 

Requires the Department of General Administration, through the state-purchasing director, to encourage state and local agencies doing business with the department to purchase Washington agricultural products when available. The Department of General Administration is required to work with the Department of Agriculture to identify and recommend strategies to increase public purchasing of Washington agricultural products, and report back to the Legislature in 2002 and 2003.  This was declared emergency legislation to improve the health of rural economies and the agricultural economy. 
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Wisconsin

To search for Wisconsin state legislation: 

http://www.legis.state.wi.us/ 
Assembly Bill 746 (2009 Act 293) 

http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/acts/09Act293.pdf
Requires the Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection to promote the use of state-grown food in school meals and snacks in Farm to School programs. It creates a state level farm to school advisory council and a grant program to provide funds to school districts, nonprofit organizations, and others for the creation and expansion of Farm to School. It also creates a full time Farm to School coordinator at the Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection for promotion of Farm to School programs. The Department is required to promote sales of food from local farmers to schools and provide technical assistance for food service personnel. The Department is also responsible for providing nutrition and agricultural education, including farm visits, cooking demonstrations, and composting and gardening at schools. The Farm to School grant program and coordinator position are still awaiting funding.
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